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	 You have weighed the benefits and have 
opted to self-publish. If you have never 
published or been involved in the preparation of 
a manuscript, you may not know how to begin 
or where to find help with what may seem to 
be an overwhelming task. This guide has been 
developed to help you through the process of 
self-publishing. 
	 A quality publication can be produced by 
following the advice contained in this guide.  
Getting off to the right start makes all the 
difference! Contact us as early as possible about 
your book project so we can discuss your needs 
and offer guidance, thus saving you needless 
work and expense. 
	 To start, we would like to know the scope 
of your project, i.e., the approximate number 
of pages in your manuscript, the number of 
images in color and black & white, the book 
quantity. All of these factors will be discussed 
in our initial consultation. This information will 
give us a good understanding of how to direct 
the subsequent phases of your project. 
	 This guide will cover most scenarios; 
however, not all the procedures contained in 
this publication may apply to you, and your 
project may require additional help that may 
not be outlined here. If so, give us a call and 
we will be happy to assist you.

	 We cannot stress enough, the importance of 
completion in the writing and thorough editing 
of your manuscript prior to submitting your 
files. Any changes that we would have to make 
will add to your cost. We recommend that 
you edit, rereading multiple times, on printed 
copies of your manuscript; many errors are 
easily overlooked when editing on a computer 
screen. 
	 Once we receive your files, our graphic 
artist will begin preparing your files for printing. 
This process may take some time, depending 
on the complexity of your book. We will 
contact you during this period if questions or 
problems arise. When the preparation of your 
book is completed, you will receive a proof for 
your review. You will be required to examine 
the proof copy in its entirety to be certain 
that the book layout meets your approval 
(sometimes, a file saved on one computer 
will open differently on another, changing the 
text flow). If there are any changes required, 
please make appropriate notations and send 
the copy back to us along with instructions 
for the corrections. After the modifications are 
made, another proof copy will be sent to you 
for your final approval. YOU are responsible 
for the content of the final proof, so we urge 
you to take considerable time and carefully 
examine every detail. So, let’s get started… 

Getting Started



2

Copyright, LCCN, & ISBN

Before you publish your work, you might want to consider obtaining a copyright, LCCN, and/
or ISBN. The following defines these.

Copyright

	 Copyright law gives the author of a creative effort the exclusive 
right to control who can make copies, or make works derived 
from the original work. To secure copyright of a publication, 
registration through the Copyright Office is not necessary. From 
the time the work is created in tangible form, copyright protection 
is immediate and automatic. 
	 There are, however, certain advantages to registration: primarily, 
for documentation on public record, but also as a necessity for 
infringement suits and other legal matters.
	 Only the author, co-authors or those deriving their rights through 
the author, can rightfully claim copyright. Authors are responsible for 
registering for a copyright, if they choose to do so. An application 
form may be obtained through the Copyright Office website at www.
copyright.gov/forms. A filing fee is required.

LOC or LCCN: Library of Congress Control Number

	 The Library of Congress Control Number, or as designated before the 1960s, the Library 
of Congress Card Number (LCCN, sometimes LOC), is a unique number associated with the 
bibliographic record created by the Library of Congress for a given book. Librarians use it to locate 
a specific record in the national databases and to order catalog cards from the Library of Congress 
or from commercial suppliers. 
	 A Preasigned Control Number (PCN) is a Library of Congress Control Number which has been 
“preassigned” to a given work prior to the work’s publication. The publisher of an eligible work 
may obtain a PCN application form at http://pcn.loc.gov/pcn006.html. Although there is no charge 
for a PCN, participating publishers are obligated to send a complimentary copy of all books for 
which a PCN was provided immediately upon publication. Also, publishers are required to print 
the control number on the back of the title page in the books.

ISBN: International Standard Book Number

	 An ISBN is a 13 digit number (10 digits prior to 2007) that identifies and is unique to one title 
or edition from one specific publisher.  It is not required for publication of a book or book-like 
product, but aids booksellers, libraries, universities, wholesalers, and distributors in more efficient 
marketing of that product. In particular, bookseller chains and distributors require ISBNs and 
barcodes on all book products to be entered into their databases.

http://www.copyright.gov/forms
http://www.copyright.gov/forms
http://pcn.loc.gov/pcn006.html
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	 We accept manuscripts created in any one of the following programs: Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Publisher, Adobe InDesign, and Adobe PageMaker. 

	 The first step in creating your document pages is setting the margins. We suggest that you set 
minimum margins at ¾”-1” on all sides.

	 Then, select the font style and size; set line spacing, indents and tabs as 
desired. If you are planning to use multiple columns you may set them at 
this time.  

	 Decide if you want to include headers and/or footers in your book. 
Headers and footers are areas in the top and bottom margins of each page 
that often contain text or graphics; for example: book title, chapter titles, 
author’s name, page numbers. The font size used for headers and footers is 
usually smaller than the one used for the main text. 

	 Next, decide which justification you would like to use; text and columns can be justified left, 
right, center, full or forced. Left justification means that the text begins on the left side and runs 
to the right margin (it continues on to the next line without hyphenating words that do not fit 
and has a jagged edge). Full justification 
means that the text will use the entire line 
from the left to the right margin, and has 
a straight edge. We recommend either left 
or full justification for most books. Center 
justification is often used for chapter head-
ings, captions, poems, etc.  

	 In the United States, ISBNs must be obtained through the United States ISBN Agency, R.R. 
Bowker. An application for a single ISBN can be found at:  http://www.selfpublishing.com/images/
Single-ISBN-application.pdf. The processing fee information is contained on the application.  
Processing can take up to 15 business days, depending on the turnaround category you choose.
	 ISBNs are also sold in blocks of 10, 100, 1000, and 10,000. Although you may have just one 
book at this time to release, it would be penny-wise to purchase a block of 10 if there is any 
chance of a second edition, hardcover/soft cover, or possibly another title. The cost of two single 
ISBNs is more than that of a block of ten.
	 Each ISBN you receive should be assigned to one title or product, and for each format, 
binding, or edition. Once assigned, an ISBN may never be reused. You then must report your 
title information with its assigned ISBN to R.R. Bowker to be 
recorded in their database. Register at: www.bowkerlink.com.

	 Mechling Bookbindery can generate and apply your com-
patible barcode to your book product. 

Barcodes may also be requested through www.isbn.org or 
www.bowkerbarcode.com.

Document Setup

Standard 
Book Sizes  
5½ x 8½”
6 x 9” 
7 x 10”
8½ x 11” 

Page Numbers

Page numbers can be at the top or bottom of the page, right, 
left or center justified. If not centering the page numbers 
and headers, be sure to right-justify the odd-numbered 
pages and left-justify the even-numbered pages.

http://www.selfpublishing.com/images/Single-ISBN-application.pdf
http://www.selfpublishing.com/images/Single-ISBN-application.pdf
http://www.bowkerlink.com
http://www.isbn.org
http://www.bowkerbarcode.com
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	 Next, decide which pages to include in your document. The book pages, listed below, are 
shown in the typical order used in most books, although not all pages are always used. Pages 
before the first chapter are typically numbered using lower case Roman numerals (the numerals 
are not shown on the title page or copyright page). The title page and the first page of each 
chapter, typically unnumbered, are located on the right side of the book (odd-numbered pages) 
as well as the glossary, table of contents, etc.  
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Wilson, Chas, 70
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Wilson, E., 86, 237
Wilson, Harry W., 462

Wilson, Judge, 284
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Wilton, Chief, 283
Winner, Joseph E., v

Winsch, J. F., 310
Winsor, G. W., 174, 179, 206

Wire Rope, 445
Wolf, J. D., 248
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Y
Young, David, 12, 96
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Thorn Run Creek, 486
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Tilford, J. B., 476
Tippery, Andrew, 76

Titusville Trust Bank, 478
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Triangle City, 108, 196-197, 211-212, 240, 245, 
247, 251
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V
Van Syckel, Samuel, 427

Van Syckle, M. E., 153
Vandegrift, J. J., 419

Vandergrift, Jacob Jay, 470-471
Vandergrift, William, 435

Vasey, J. P., 166
Vaux, Sara Anson, 51

Vensel, Albert, 15
Vensel, Alfred, 76

Vensel, B., 100, 102
Vensel, Barney, 13, 18, 22-23, 54, 69, 76, 96, 116, 

172, 175, 223
Vensel, C., 18, 54, 191, 223

Vensel, Charles, 54, 76, 223
Vensel, Hannah, 54
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Washington City, 55
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Final Words
 John Mather was a photographer from Titusville who through his efforts captured the early 

days of Oildom. Mather’s photographs span from Colonel Edwin Drake to Bradford and beyond.
 Throughout my research I’ve asked myself, “If Mather photographs exist of Venango’s 

Pithole and Red Hot, where is Clarion’s Antwerp and Keating City or what became of many Butler 
County oil field photographs?”  Altogether there are 3,274 Mather glass negatives in the Drake well 

museum.  To my dismay, I may have found the answer.
 In 1892 a terrible flood devastated Titusville and put over five feet of water in Mather’s 

Studio. Destroyed were over 16,000 irreplaceable, historical glass negatives of people, places and 
things throughout the early oil fields.

 Maybe, just maybe, the photographs I, as a oil history student dream of, were the victims of 
the cruel oil covered muddy waters of oil creek.

 Much more can and should be researched and recorded about the early days of oil in North
Western Pennsylvania. Many lost photographs and written histories still rest in forgotten places. 

This text is a small insight into the beginning of oil discovery in our “Lower Fields.” It is my 
hope that this information will help you, the student of oil history, better understand those 

wonderful exciting days of both “Boom” and “Bust!” – Gary Mc Kinney

Gary and Helene McKinney
St. Petersburg, 1975
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Karns City, 1873
A warm summer’s day in oil country frozen forever in time. Th e derrick 

in the center is the “Shasta” well drilled by the Cooper Brothers in June 
1872. It came in at 120 barrels and the Karns City “Boom” was on.
Th ese old photographs are so important to the story and can actually take the 

reader back into time. Imagine, you working on the “Shasta”, imagine, you 
driving your horse and buggy down a tree lined country road, imagine...
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“I’m awfully sorry too, Dad.”
In the gay days of Petrolia City, when 

everybody had money, there was among 
its citizens a leading oil producer and 

member of the Petrolia Oil Exchange. 
This gentleman was reported to be worth 

three hundred thousand dollars. He was 
a man of faultless dress, free with his 

money, gallant in bearing and withal a fit 
companion for the bravest.

 The old proverb, “A fool and 
his money soon part,” held good in this 

particular case, linked in arms with “Old 
John Barleycorn.” He passed down life’s 

highway at a merry clip.’
 This writer saw him shaking dice 

with an equally rush spirit at fifty dollars 
a throw and a few years later saw him in 

the last stages of alcoholism, asking for a 
dime to get a drink. Speculation, wine, and 

women have wrecked many oil country 
lives and crumpled many fortunes.  “I 

just wonder who this writer was talking 
about?” (The author)

(“Flowing Gold” by Rex Beach, Harper 
and Bros., Publishers, New York and 

London, England. The Oil and Gas Man’s 
Magazine, Published in Butler, Pennsyl-

vania, 1913)

“I’m awfully sorry too, Dad.”
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Delo Oil Farm, Salem Township – Caldwell’s Clarion County Atlas 1877

Cropp Farm, Salem Township – Caldwell’s Clarion County Atlas1877

Map of Triangle – Caldwell’s Clarion County Atlas 1877
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Blair Residence and Hotel, Blair’s Corners – Caldwell’s Clarion County Atlas 1877
Th e Hotel was built during the Civil War with Robert Blair as 

proprietor. Th is hotel was torn down in the 1940’s.

Knappenberger Oil Farm, Salem Township – Caldwell’s Clarion County Atlas 1877
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The Blanchard and Siggins well No. 2 starts off at 60 barrels and increasing.
 Wetmore & E. Parchall well, on what is known as the three acres lease, D. Ritts farm, 

starts off at the rate of 70 or 80 barrels. A few more such wells will make the Daniel Ritts Farm 
one of the richest oil producing farms in the Petersburg district.

 Respectfully yours, J. C. B.
 P. S. – Since writing the above, this district has been visited by a powerful thunderstorm, 

the lightning striking the derrick of the Warren Oil Company, destroying one-half of the derrick, 
including tank house and three 250 barrel tanks, with 200 barrels of oil.

June 17, 1872
 Well No. 6 on the Foust farm, owned by Spencer and others, is a new strike, which is 

yielding 25 or 30 barrels per day.

Oil Items, June 18, 1872
 A new well owned by Kittanning parties was struck on the Meldren farm last week. It 

has not been tubed yet, but the indications are for a 40 barrel well.
 M. Cool & Lockhard’s well known as “Greely No. 1,” on the E. Logue farm, east of the 

Clarion River, was tubed on the 28th  of last month and was reported to us as doing 100 barrels 
of oil per day. It is since reported to be doing 20 barrels. –  Petersburg, The Progress

 Fleming & Salsbury No. 2, Collner farm, was torpedoed last Thursday when she com-
menced to flow with such force that she lifted a set of tools standing on a plank over the hole, and 

weighing 1800 lbs., clear off and 
set them to one side. She is now 

doing about 50 barrels. – Volcano 
Lubricator

 For the last two months 
the entire section known as the 

Petersburg district has decreased 
in production. There are a number 

of new wells in process of drill-
ing, but the principal excitement 

seems to be in the lower region. 
The Petersburg district is drained 

by two pipe lines, the Antwerp 
Pipe Line, the office of which 

is at Fullerton, and the Mutual 
Pipe Line of Foxburg. By these 

the oil is taken from the wells and 
brought to the storage tanks, from 

which it is shipped to its different 
destinations.

Receipt from Chalfant & Graff, St. Petersburg, 1875
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Important to Oil Operators
 We would respectfully announce to Operators and Contractors, that we have purchased 

the right and title to and in the invention of Mr. Victor Gretter, known as the “Oil and Gas Con-
troller.”  Signed Chalfant and Graff & Co., Main Street, Petersburg. The Oil Field Record

Oil News, June 11, 1872
 On Saturday last ex-Sheriff Neely informed us that oil had been struck in one of the 

wells he is putting down on the Isaac Neely farm in Richland township, east of Turkey Run. 
Oil was flowing through the casing and the prospects are for a large well when the drilling is 

finished. This well is on the eastern end of the belt, indicating the general course of the oil up 
the Clarion River.

 The well on the Master farm near Monroeville, Beaver township, on Turkey Run, is 
down about 1,000 feet. A strong vein of gas was struck and the well is now throwing a heavy 

volume of salt water. – Clarion Democrat

About Oil at St. Petersburg, June 15, 1872
 St. Petersburg, June 12, 1872, Editor Herald:

 There were four wells tubed on Monday and Tuesday, on D. Ritts farm, which com-
menced pumping as follows:

 The Speers well, which caught fire while drilling in third sand, causing the death of 
Frank Levans and Robert Bowen, is good for 50 or 60 barrels.

Jefferson Furnace near Jefferson City
Courtesy of Venango County Historical Society
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 On the Adam Ashbaugh farm, Barney Vensel has a new well doing 40 barrels per day, is 
located a few rods south of his No. 1 on the same tract.

 A 30 barrel well has been struck on the south bank of the Clarion opposite the mouth 
on Turkey Run. This is leading eastward and considerably off the belt.

 Huffman & Crowel, of Warren, Penna., are testing a well on the Andrews & Bly twelve 
acre lot of the Dan Ritts farm, the show in this well has been very poor. – Emlenton Sun

 Three or four new wells, some of them large ones, were struck last week in Richland 
township. One of them is on the Sliker farm, another in the Borough of Petersburg, and still 

another on the D. Ritts farm.

Oil Matters, June 6, 1872
 The various oil fields from Brady’s Bend to St. Petersburg are very active. Develop-

ment is going speedily forward and new and large wells are reported every day. Fairview, Butler 
county, appears to be the objective point. A large amount of property has changed hands and 

some splendid strikes made. We hope next week to have a good report from this locality.
 St. Petersburg holds its own and success to the operator is the order of the day. This is 

splendid territory, and has the gift of continuance in a wonderful degree.
 There was never as much activity as at present, and should the present price of oil be 

maintained, or should it go higher, the prosperity of this region will be without a parallel. – East
Brady Independent

June 8, 1872
 Well No. 6 on the Foust farm, owned by Spencer and others, is a new strike, which is 

yielding twenty-five or thirty barrels per day.  St. Petersburg, Penna.

View from Emlenton along the Allegheny River looking towards Fullerton, 
the oil loading dock for the  Antwerp Pipe Line Company
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Mad Dog, May 21, 1872
 A mad dog made its appearance at Porter, Moreland & Co. about 9 o’clock yesterday 

morning. Most of the men involuntarily betook themselves to the roofs of the tanks, while the 
delirious canine snapped at those who remained. The animal was finally shot by Daniel Cum-

mings, the foreman, who fortunately had a revolver close at hand. 

May 21, 1872
 Foxburg, two and a half miles above Parker’s Landing, is a lively and growing oil town. 

It was founded way back in the dim ages of six months ago, and as its chief produce was oil and 
greenbacks, its first institution was the Savings 

Bank, of which Mr. J. W. Hammond of Erie, is 
President, and our townsman John Fertig, Vice 

President. The Fox House is kept by Mr. Ster-
rett, the well known landlord of Parker’s Landing. 

Foxburg is decidedly a town of moral ideas. Being 
on the land of Mrs. Fox, she has been very firm 

and strict with her tenants, having a great abhor-
rence of dram shops and billiard saloons. She will 

not tolerate them on the precinct, but rules them 
out in the conditions of all her leases. In spite of 

this lack of diversion and privations of city life, 
the town is said to grow and flourish, having some 

thousand and more inhabitants of good temperate 
and industrious habits.

Oil Matters, May 27, 1872
 Another large well has been struck on the southeast corner of the Dan Ritts farm, the 

production of which is about 125 barrels per day.
 The Lee & Thomas well on the D. Ritts farm was completed last Thursday and has 

since yielded 10 barrels per day.
 Verbach & Co., of Warren, Penna., have got a new well on their lease on the D. Ritts 

farm, which is pumping over 100 barrels per day. It filled two 250 barrel tanks in four days’ 
pumping.

 Chalfant, Graff & Co. have got a well on their store lot in Petersburg, pumping 30 bar-
rels per day.

 The Harris well is pumping 150 barrels per day.
 Treat, Porterfield & Crawford have a new well about 20 rods southeast from the Harris 

well, which is doing 30 barrels per day.
 A new well owned by Palmer & Co., directly south of the Harris and just a few rods 

distant, is pumping about 100 barrels per day.
 Dr. Smith and others of Oil City are testing a well on the John Ashbaugh farm, which 

promises to be a 50 barrel well.

Wells along the Clarion river at Grass Flats
Courtesy Drake Well Museum
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Th e St. Petersburg Oil District, 
May 14, 1872

 New strikes are almost a daily occurrence in 
the St. Petersburg region and nearly all prove good 

paying wells, there being a few dry holes found in 
hundreds of wells drilled there during the past year. 

The development is still spreading, and a number of 
new wells are being put down in Salem and Beaver 

townships.
 The Harris well, near St. Petersburg, was 

sunk some depth into the third sand some days ago 
and commenced flowing at the rate of 250 barrels per 

day. The last report received from the well represents 
that it is still flowing over 200 barrels per day. The 

tools have not yet been removed from the hole.
 Big wells have lately been struck on the Col-

lner farm and other portions of the Petersburg district. 
– East Brady Independent

Antwerp City Lock-Up, May 20, 1872
 About half past eleven o’clock last night two prisoners escaped from the lock-up in the 

following simple manner: The door is fastened with a hasp and padlock. The hasp is fastened 
by bolts passing through the door to the interior. On the ends of the bolts are screws and nuts. 

All, therefore, that the prisoner had to do was to unscrew the nut, pull back the door, and they 
were free. One of the fugitives was the young man Victorine Snyder, charged with forgery, whose 

case we mention in another column; the other was a drunk and disorderly named Brennan. 

Oil Matters, May 20, 1872
The Oilman’s Journal of May 11th  says: The Armstrong well, on Turkey Run, Stubble 

farm, above the old Hulings well, has been pumping for some ten days yielding about 20 barrels 
per day.

 A well on the Slickler farm, owned by Mr. Chambers and others, on the west branch 
of Turkey Run, is in the third sand and large quantities of oil are flowing from the hole as the 

drilling progresses. Owners and others expect a large well.
 It is said that the well on the Collner farm, struck some weeks ago, still continues to 

yield near 200 barrels of oil per day. This is the largest well in the entire district.
 The Blair well on the south side of the Clarion opposite the mouth of Turkey Run is in 

the third sand. The hole is filled to a considerable extent with oil while a goodly amount flows 
out as the drilling progresses. It is expected to prove a good well when the drilling is completed 

and the pump put in motion.

Th e “Nettie” – Th is well, on the J. J. 
Ashbaugh farm, was named for Nettie 

Ashbaugh, his young daughter.
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Watch Your Step!
 After leaving one of Antwerp City’s many drinking establishments, a poor oil man was 

slowly making his way down a very dark boardwalk on Main Street. After passing through a 
gateway onto 2nd  street, in the darkness hit his nose against a post.

 “I wish that post was in hell,” said he.
 “Better wish it were somewhere else,” said a bystander, “you might run against it again!”

Oil Wells In The Woods by John Christopher O’Day, M. D., Deposit, N.Y., The O 
Quaga Press, 1906, is an informative book on oil history. 
The student of early oil will find this book very interesting.

If you have a cough or cold, try McDonald’s Tolu Cough Syrup
Go to the Smith meat shop and buy your Christmas poultry for 18 cents per pound,

And fi rst class beef cheaper than any other market in Antwerp City.

May 10, 1872
Dog Poisoning

 A valuable dog belonging to Mr. Thomas Stewart was poisoned last evening. Quite a 
crowd gathered round to witness the struggles of the dying animal. Mr. Stewart was offered 

fifty dollars a few days ago for this dog. This poisoning was quite unjustifiable, as the dog was 
harmless as a kitten and wore a collar with the owner’s name on.

Fresh halibut, fresh cod, haddock, fl ounder, whitefi sh and bass
Just received at the Fish Market at end of 2nd  street, Antwerp

A Narrow Escape
 On the night of the fire at Mr. Bronson’s a gentleman residing in the neighborhood was 

roused by the alarm, and upon raising up in bed discovered the window of his chamber open and 
the outline of a human figure, which he supposed to be entering the room. Having a revolver 

under his pillow, he at once seized and fired it, and what was his horror at discovering that he 
had shot at his own wife. She had risen before her husband awoke and was looking from the 

window to learn the location of the fire. The ball from the pistol slightly grazed her right arm, 
and what narrowly proved a domestic tragedy, terminated in harmless fright.

Blakslee Bros. Robbed, May 14, 1872
 John Gilgrist, a young man about eighteen years of age hailing from Buffalo, was yester-

day arrested by Officer Miller on a charge preferred against him for stealing boiler makers’ tools 
from the shop last Friday. He was taken before Justice Patterson, pled guilty, and was sentenced 

to six months in the county jail and $50 fine.
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Municipal Cleanliness, May 2, 1872
 Notwithtanding the tardy approach of warm weather, there is every indication according 

to various authorities of the summer being intensely hot, and the coming season very unhealthy, 
and conducive to the propagation of contagious and malignant disease. This city is an unusually 

healthy one, but the stagnant and putrescent condition of our streets, alleys, and surroundings 
last summer, and the prevailing diseases consequent thereon, is sufficient proof that we are not 

altogether impregnable in that respect. The abominable habit of throwing decaying animal and 
vegetable garbage in the streets, and in rear lots, should be checked at once, and every offence 

of the kind punished to the fullest extent which the ordinance allows, and in this at least there 
should be no respect of persons, no matter who they may be or how influential their position, 

every citizen violating the ordinance should be treated alike. There are thousands of cart loads 
of accumulated filth in the heart of the city, which should be removed before the hot weather 

arrives. Personal cleanliness and attention to diet, of course, have a direct relation to health, and 
there are few so ignorant as to be unaware of this fact. But no matter how cleanly each individual 

may be, if the great bulk of the population are compelled to breath a vitiated atmosphere arising 
from open lots and streets teeming with putrescent garbage, disease in various forms will most 

assuredly take root and spread among us. The Health Committee has a large amount of work 
before them, and it is to be hoped that the city will undergo a thorough cleaning within the 

next few weeks. The relation between municipal cleanliness and municipal health has been 
demonstrated everywhere by the most bitter experience, and cannot be over-estimated. Boards 

of Health, in order to effect anything, require to be cautious and stringent, without being tyran-
nical, in their measures, which is the only safe plan to guard against the spread of disease or the 

ravages of pestilence.

Oil News, May 7, 1872
 Boiler explosion – The boiler on well No. 2, Ritts farm, Petersburg, exploded last Friday 

forenoon. The boiler was an old one.

Dog Killing – Antwerp City, 
May 9, 1872

 There are several cases of hydrophobia reported 
in different parts of the county. The dog crop in 

this city is large this year and almost every street is 
teeming with worthless curs. We are not therefore 

surprised that dog killing with the hot weather 
has commenced early. Four defunct canines were 

found yesterday morning. It might be wise for 
owners of valuable animals to muzzle them when 

allowed to run at large. It must be noted that it is 
in direct violation of the criminal code of this state 

to poison dogs or other animals with a fine not 
exceeding $500 and confinement, not exceeding 

three years.
Oil man’s friends

Venango County Historical Society
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Ben Hogan, 
“Th e wickedest man 

in the world.”

“French Kate,” 
Hogan’s business associate

Scene on board the Floating Palace

Hogan’s “Floating Palace” in the middle of the Allegheny 
River at Parker City. Hogan operated a free-and-easy 

in the city but was forced to close when the townspeople 
burned him out. See newspaper article of April 29, 1872, 

“Hogan’s Bagnos Fired.” He bought a boat and put his 
gambling tables and girls aboard. Here, in the middle of the 

river, he could escape the jurisdiction of the authorities. In 
three years Hogan made $210,000 at Parker’s Landing.

Information and lithographs are from “Early days of Oil”, 
Paul H. Giddens, Princeton University Press, 1948
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force of the ice. The derricks, engines, tanks, etc., were placed upon a frame work of logs, thus 
to a great extent rendering them more secure. One wooden crib was 130 feet long by 12 feet 

high and the other which shielded the “King No. 1” well was 50 feet long by 10 feet high. The 
only building on the island was a boarding house for drillers run by a Mr. Blair.

 I have driven past this island for many years and never realized the commerce and oil 
excitement that had happened there in days passed by. Now tall walnut trees grow and deer, 

bear and copperheads work the silent wells.

Oilmen’s Journal, March 10, 1876
 This article was discovered in a Parker City newspaper, The Journal, dated March 10, 

1876. This article shows us how a man’s lot in life can change overnight, especially in the “oil 
patch.”

 “ARRESTED – John H. Galey was recently arrested by officer McCandless on war-
rants issued by Stoughton, Duffy, and Alex Mitchell, charged, we understand, with attempting 

to leave the country for the purpose of defrauding his creditors. He was taken before the court 
on Tuesday, but the attention of that tribunal was so much taken up with the consideration of 

applications for license that no other business could be attended. Consequently the hearing of 
Mr. Galey was postponed. He has for years been one of the most prominent and extensive oil 

operators of the Butler, Clarion, and Parker oil regions. Whether he is guilty of the charges pre-
ferred or whether his creditors were unnecessarily alarmed remains to be seen. He will remain 

in the custody of the officer until the day of the hearing.” 
 In this year 2002, 126 years later, Mr. Galey is, as far as we know, still in the custody of 

the officer.  — Author’s note (See page 289)

Marcus Hulings
 “About this time operators began to see the fallacy of the theory that oil would be found 

only in river bottoms and rigs began to climb the hillsides.” (History of Clarion County, Davis, 
1887 page 351). The pioneer who pushed developments back from the Clarion River to St. 

Petersburg was Marcus Hulings. In the fall of 1871 the discovery of the famous oil well, “Ant-
werp No.1,” was drilled by Hulings and started the oil excitement that totally and completely 

engulfed St. Petersburg and surrounding areas.
    “Marcus Hulings, a leader in the world of petroleum, was born 

October 7, 1823, near Phillipsburg, Centre County, and began his 
career as a producer in 1860. For some years he had been a contractor 

and builder and he turned his practical knowledge of mechanics to 
good account. His earliest oil venture was a well on the Allegheny 

River above Oil City, for which he refused $60,000. To be nearer the 
producing fields, he removed to Emlenton and resided there a num-

ber of years. The Hulings family had been identified with Venango 
County from the first settlement, one of them establishing a ferry at 

Franklin a century ago. Prior to that date the family owned and lived 
on what is now Duncan’s Island, at the junction of the Susquehanna 

and Juniata Rivers, 15 miles northwest of Harrisburg. Marcus was 
a pathfinder in Forest County and opened the Clarion region. He Marcus Hulings

Courtesy Drake Well Museum
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River, one mile up river from Parker’s Landing. Stump Creek Island proved to be very profit-
able to the owners of the oil wells located on the narrow strip of oil territory. While hundreds 

were drilling for oil on hill-
tops and in valleys and the 

earth was sending forth rich 
streams of wealth, there were 

those whose energy and capi-
tal induced them to locate a 

spot which had been utterly 
neglected.

 Who  would  have 
thought of drilling wells on 

an island in the river? At high 
water, the island is completely 

submerged.  The surface, 
even at low water, is little above the level of the river, and hence to rig derricks and sink wells 

upon such territory would, to say the least, be assuming a great risk. The Allegheny River is 
known for terrible ice floods and rapid current, and everything in its path is submerged and 

swept away. To sink wells upon such an unprotected spot and invest many thousands of dollars 
with the prospect of everything being destroyed was assuming an immense risk, but well-known 

operators O. E. Shannon and William Hartley entertained the idea of drilling wells on the island. 
They were not of that class to be easily alarmed and in the fall of 1869 they put down the first 

well, called the “Point,” which came in at 100 barrels a day.
 John H. Galey, a businessman from Parker’s Landing, was looking for a piece of the oil 

action and was offered the lease on Stump Creek Island for $10,000.  Mr. Galey decided that 
$10,000 worth of oil could be pumped from the “Point” well, so he borrowed the money in 

Pittsburgh and bought the island lease.  A second well, the “Island Queen,” was put down by 
J. H. Galey, Dower and Co. in the summer of 1870, was torpedoed three times, and was making 

30 barrels. Within 18 months, John Galey had made over $125,000 profit over and above his 
original investment. To further show the extensive operations on this small island, the following 

wells were drilled:
 3rd  and 4th . “Contest,” double rig owned by William Hartley and Co. and both torpedoed 

once producing together 40 barrels.
 5th . The “Island King,” owned by William Hartley, John H. Galey and Co., was torpedoed 

on September 11, 1870 and averaged 70 barrels.
 6th . The “Island King No. 2,” owned by Hartley, Galey and Co. was 90 feet deep. They 

were very unfortunate, having to drive three strings of pipe 40 feet.
 7th . The “Weller” well, owned by Weller, Crawford, John Morgan and Son, commenced 

drilling on October 14, 1870, was 40 feet deep and drove 45 feet of pipe.
 8th . The “Douglass” well owned by O. E. Shannon and Co., of Emlenton, down 680 feet.

 9th . The “Harry” well, owned by O. E. Shannon and Co.
 10th . The “Ark” well, owned by O. E. Shannon and Co. “The derrick is up and will soon 

be in operation.” (July 29, 1871)
 In order to prevent these wells from being totally wrecked and swept away by ice and 

high water, E. O. Shannon spent nearly $4,000 of his own money to ensure the safety of the 
equipment. Large wooden cribs were built on the extreme upper end of the island to break the 

Wells on Stump Creek Island at the mouth of the Clarion River
Courtesy Drake Well Museum
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Clarion River
       The oil rich Clarion River valley was 

known by the Indians as “Tobeco,” a 
corruption of the Indian words “tupeek-

hanne,” meaning a stream that flows 
from a large spring, and the waters were 

known for its clearness and sweetness. 
As early as 1809 the river was called 

Toby or Stump Creek by early pioneers. 
Later two surveyors, Daniel Stanard and 

David Lawson, were camped along the 
banks of the river, and while lying in their 

tent listened to the sounds of the distant 
ripples. Stanard made mention that the 

waters sounded like a “distant clarion,” 
thus by 1819 the name Clarion River was 

first used officially. 
      Many reports were recorded years 

ago about giant fish in the Clarion River. 
A fish in one case was reported to be 

“longer than the canoe I was in.” Every 
year sturgeon worked their way out of 

the Allegheny River and up the Clarion 
River from the mouth in order to spawn. 

With oil wells and coal mines polluting 
the once clear waters, the giant sturgeon 

came no more.
      The waters of this beautiful river flow 

through Clarion County toward its mouth 
but in reverse the discovery of oil starts 

at Clarion’s mouth and works its way up 
the river to the Grass Flats, then jumps 

to Antwerp City, and onward throughout 
the Clarion Field.  The following his-

tory of Stump Creek Island begins this 
progression.

Th e Island Oil Field
     Long Tree, or more commonly called 

Stump Creek Island, is the island laying 
between the Fox farm on the east side 

of the Allegheny River and the Fox and 
Robinson farms on the west.  The island 

is opposite the mouth of the Clarion 

Th e “Eagle” well above Parker’s Landing
Courtesy Drake Well Museum

Th is elevator carried people from 
downtown Parker City up to the Bluff .
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Parker Oil Refinery receipt from 1879

“Mt. Vernon,” the fi rst well drilled 
on “the bluff ” above Parker
Courtesy Drake Well Museum

View from Devil’s Rock with Graham’s 
Landing below and Parker’s Landing 

across the Allegheny River
Courtesy Drake Well Museum

Toll booth for ferry on the Clarion County 
side of the Allegheny River and view 

of Parker’s Landing
Courtesy Drake Well Museum

Oil on the Brain

4

Ferry crossing the Allegheny River at Parker’s Landing. Th e Phillips House 
and the Allegheny Valley Railroad offi  ce are Across the river.

Courtesy Drake Well Museum

Main Street, Parker’s Landing, looking 
North from the Fuller House

Courtesy Drake Well Museum
Main Street, Parker’s Landing, 1870

Courtesy Drake Well Museum
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 In May of 1869 in the heat of the Parker’s Landing excitement, a well was struck in the 
gulch at the mouth of the Clarion River, where it empties into the Allegheny, known as Graham’s 

Landing. The Graham’s Landing Oil Company was owned by R. L. Brown, Simon Truby, W. 
H. H. Piper, William Robinson, and Robert Crawford. It was soon followed by a 15-barrel per 

day well struck by Duncan Karns on the James Pollock farm on the “heights” back from the 
river. This in turn was followed by the “Buckeye,” a 40-barrel well below Graham’s Landing. 

Attention was then directed northward toward Foxburg where a few wells of small importance 
had been put down on the Fox Farm.

 This created some excitement and soon a number of wells were underway. These in-
cluded the “Mead Well,” the “Elephant,” and the “Island Queen.”  The Galey No. 1 was drilled 

on Grass Flats, a short distance up from the mouth of the Clarion River and hit in August 1871. 
Others on the Grass Flats ranged from 30 to 80 barrels.

Parker City
From Allegheny River Landing

To Important Oil Center
 

Parker’s Landing
 When the oil fields around Parker’s Landing boomed, they brought together a most 

motley crowd. Parker’s Landing, just like all oil towns, produced a very mixed crowd. It also 
produced many rich farmers, who for years before had barely scratched a living from the soil. 

The Parker, Robinson, Fox and other families in the area were rich enough to live a good life 
without oil, but when the “black gold” was forced on them, they very meekly accepted it. The 

three Robinson brothers were among the richest both before and after oil hit big. Each had a 
large farm and every acre was good oil territory.

 Old Times in Oildom by George W. Brown, dated 1909, is a good source of oil history. 
Mr. Brown owned and operated a lumber yard in Parker City.

View of Parker’s Landing taken from Devil’s Rock in 1870. Note the large 
house boat in the photograph is believed to be Ben Hogans Palace. 

Venango County Historical Society
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and many successful wells were 
drilled there.

 Also in 1860, Thomas McCon-
nell, W. D. Robinson, Smith K. 

Campbell, and Colonel J. B. 
Finlay formed the Foxburg Oil 

Company. They purchased two 
acres of land on the west bank of 

the Allegheny, near Tom’s Run, 
from Elisha Robinson and began 

to put down a well. After reach-
ing a depth of 460 feet, an acci-

dent occurred bringing a halt to 
their drilling. Before they could 

resume, the Civil War broke out 
and thoughts of continuing the 

well were abandoned. Later, those same men bought 100 more acres from Mr. Robinson for $50 
an acre, a price considered far above its value. A 30-acre tract in turn was sold for $20,000 to a 

group of Philadelphia men who formed the Clarion and Allegheny Oil Company and put down 
a well, striking oil in October 1865, the first producing well of that region. Thus was introduced 

the Parker oil field, the largest and richest known. Significantly, the original well which had 
been abandoned with the outbreak of the war was eventually proven to be dry territory and 

had it been so determined originally, would 
have marked the beginning and the end of oil 

discovery in that district.

Fox And Fink
 In the fall of 1865, Samuel M. Fox, of 

the Fox Farm, and Joel Fink, of St. Petersburg, 
had drilled their well No. 1 on the east side of 

the Allegheny River on the “Reed” tract. The 
oil was of good quality, but small quantity. “In 

those days of Pithole with its 500 and 1,000 
barrelers, a well which pumped four or five 

barrels was deemed almost worthless, and 
this received little attention. However, this 

well drilled by Samuel Fox and Joel Fink is 
considered Clarion County’s first staying well 

of illuminating petroleum. In the summer of 
1866, Fox and Fink put down well No. 2, also 

a small producer. No. 3 was drilled in 1867 and 
yielded little. In 1869 Joel Fink moved the rig 

down river from the old stone house, which 
now only sports its chimney, and on September 

30, 1869, No. 4 came in at 15 barrels.

Drilling a well by using a spring pole. 
Sketches in Crude Oil, McLaurin

Railroad siding for loading tank cars at Graham’s 
Landing in Perry Township, Clarion County, directly 

across the Allegheny River from Parker’s Landing
Courtesy Drake Well Museum
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Oil Discovered in Clarion County And The
Marcus Hulings Antwerp No. 1

 Ever since I was a little boy, I’ve heard tidbits of verbal history mixed with tales about local 
oil history and the ghost town of Antwerp City.

 I had also seen extensive volumes written about Colonel Drake, Titusville, Pithole, Rouse-
ville, Petroleum Center, and the Venango oil fields, but came to realize that the development of 

Clarion County’s oil district also played a very important role in the history of oil in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania.

First Oil Well in Clarion County
 In the year 1810, Colonel Thomas Watson drilled a salt well at the mouth of Deer Creek, 

where it empties into the Clarion River. The Colonel’s two sons, Abraham and James, used a “spring 
pole” to drive the well down. After some time, the supply of salt water failed and they drilled deeper. 

Late one night as they drilled by torch light, the tools dropped into a void and almost immediately 
the well took fire destroying the “spring pole” and surrounding buildings. The mysterious yellow 

fluid was flammable when brought into contact with fire. Salt water was refined into salt and used 
in both the preparation and preservation of food. With the salt water polluted, the enterprise was 

abandoned. Native Indians skimmed oil from springs but the Colonel unintentionally drilled the 
first oil well.

 As the years passed by, other owners of the Colonel Watson property continued to collect the 
salty light colored fluid.  Mr. Job Packer took a sample to Pittsburgh for testing, but was told it lacked 

good qualities. The property was bought by David Whitehill and the nuisance hole was plugged. 
Later the well was unplugged when Jacob Hahn, Charles Hahn and Jesse Thompson leased the 

property in 1860. They had heard of the Drake well and the excitement in the Oil Creek Valley and 
were determined to create their own excitement. The Civil War broke out and oil was temporarily 

forgotten.
 After the war, other speculators tried their hand in the oil business using “spring poles” and 

crude pumping apparatuses around Deer, Piney, Canoe and Beaver Creeks. After a few barrels of 
petroleum had been collected, their high hopes of discovery and wealth were soon gone.

Richland Township’s First Attempt at Obtaining Petroleum
 1860 was the year that Isaac Neely, William Neely, Daniel Bostaph, Alexander Wilson, 

Henry Barr, Edward Murray and others started putting down a well on the Isaac Neely farm two 
miles east of Petersburg. Again the news of the discovery of oil at Titusville fueled the excitement. 

The tools were very crude and the drilling was slow. The “spring pole” was used and later a horse 
was hooked up to ease the work.

 The Civil War broke out and the drilling was stopped. After the war, a new set of tools was 
secured and again the drilling resumed. It must be noted that work on this well was done only after 

all the farm work was completed, but alas the tools were stuck and lost.
 A small amount of gas was found but no oil, and finally with much disappointment the 

venture was abandoned as a failure. This is the first well ever put down in Richland Town-
ship specifically in search for petroleum. Twelve years later this farm proved to be rich in oil 
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This book is dedicated
 to

The Afflicted with
Oil on the Brain,

those men who ate, drank,
 and slept oil.

From left: Charles Vensel (driller and oil producer, oldest 
person to enlist in the Spanish-American War); Melissa Vensel 

(daughter of Joel and Eve Fink); John J. Ashbaugh; Hannah 
Vensel Ashbaugh.  Photograph taken at Ashbaugh home.

THANKS BOYS

Some things in life seem so strange. Anyone who has written their family history, 
looked for a long-lost and forgotten grave, or searched for that missing piece of information, 

so important to the completion of the story, will understand these thoughts.
 Either I have been very lucky in compiling my facts and forgotten stories, or I’ve 

had assistance from many helpful, friendly but long since departed friends.
 My thanks to all those “old timers” who have helped in keeping up my spirits, 

especially my good friends Charles Vensel, Joel Fink, and John J. Ashbaugh.  Job well 
done, boys!

– Gary S. Mc Kinney
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 A song written in 1864 by Joseph E. Winner titled 
“I’ve Got Oil On The Brain,” goes like this:

The Yankees boast that they make clocks, Which “just beat all creation;”
 They never made one could keep time, With our great speculation.

 Our stocks, like clocks, go up with a spring,  Wind up, run down again;
 But all our strikes are sure to cause “oil on the brain.”

 Chorus:  Stock’s par, stock’s up, Then on the wane;
   Everybody’s troubled with “oil on the brain.”

 There’s various kinds of oil afloat, Cod liver, Castor, Sweet;
 Which tend to make a sick man well, And set him on his feet.

 But ours a curious feat performs; We just a well obtain,
 And set the people crazy with “oil on the brain.”

 There’s neighbor Smith, a poor young man, Who couldn’t raise a dime;
 Had clothes which boasted many rents, And took his “mip” on time.

 But now he’s clad in dandy style, Sports diamonds, kids, and cane;
 And his success was owing to “oil on the brain.”

 Miss Simple drives her coach-and-four, And dresses in high style;
 And Mister Shoddy courts her strong, Because her “Dad’s struck ile.”

 Her jewels, laces, velvets, silks, Of which she is so vain,
 Were bought by “Dad” the time he had “oil on the brain.”

 You meet a friend upon the street; He greets you with a smile,
 And tells you, in a hurried way, He’s “just gone into ile.”

 He buttonholes you half an hour; Of course you can’t complain,
 For you can see the fellow has “oil on the brain.”

 The lawyers, doctors, hatters, clerks, Industrious and lazy,
 Have put their money all in stocks, In fact, have gone “Oil Crazy.”

 They’d better stick to briefs and pills, Hot irons, ink and pen;
 Or they will “kick the bucket” from “oil on the brain.”

 Poor Mrs. Jones was taken ill; The doctors gave her up.
 They lost the confidence they had; In lancet, leech, and cup.

 “Affliction osre long time she bore,” Physicians were in vain;
 And at last expired of “oil on the brain.”

 There’s “Maple Shade,” “Excelsior,” “Bull Creek,” “Big Tank,” “Dalzell,”
 And “Keystone,” “Star,” “Venango,” “Briggs,” “Organic,” and “Farrell,”

 “Petroleum,” “Saint Nicholas,” “Cornplanter,” “New Creek Vein.”
 Sure, ‘tis no wonder many have “oil on the brain.”
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FORWARD
Many seasons have passed since the historic oil boomtown of Ant-

werp City suddenly sprang to life in northwestern Pennsylvania. Colossal 
oaks, maples, and hardy pines now lend their exposed, grizzled roots, and 

cast-off leaves to cover the evidence of those days gone by.
 Lush pastures framed with fence rows, small wooded lots, and a 

criss-cross of bubbling streams have now surrendered to the quietness of 
the forest. The old farms are gone and the old log homes and barns have 

disappeared along with the hardy men and women who owned them. A 
man’s farm was his most prized possession, next to a good workhorse, an 

iron plow, and his wife. If a man took care of his farm, the farm took care 
of the family. The winters were long and hard; the family stocked their 

shelves and bins in the cellar, pantry, and cookhouse. Hard work made 
the difference between life and death.

 But eventually came the progression of oil well drilling from Ti-
tusville and the Colonel Drake well in 1859 to the Parker’s Landing oil 

fields.  Drilling along the Allegheny River at Foxburg, Parker’s Landing, 
Karns City, Petrolia, Lawrenceburg, and up the Clarion River to Grass 

Flats were all leading the “wildcatters” to Antwerp City and the new oil 
territories yet unknown.

 This history reveals how it took many discoveries, wells, towns, 
inventions, and people willing to “take a chance,” in order to open the 

oil fields in Clarion, Armstrong, Venango and Butler counties.
 Northwest Pennsylvania has thousands of acres of abandoned oil 

fields.  The pump houses, powers, engines, boilers, derricks, well-pulling 
poles, and old wood oil tanks have rotted away. Engines and boilers have 

long ago exploded. Pipe and shackle lines rust into the earth. The scrap 
drives of World Wars I and II have taken their toll. Nature has slowly 

returned with orchards of thorn apple, large stands of maple, cherry and 
oak, and finished the job with wild rose and jagger bushes. Old well roads 

and foot paths are now only an occasional rut in the woods. Cut stones 
that once held the poor driller’s shanty, or maybe the finest oil town hotel, 

have been stolen away to now hold a younger man’s dream. The rows 
of old time cellars are now shallow depressions filled with the debris of 

years and are the fading evidence of our glorious oil boom towns.
 Perhaps the most famous Clarion County boom town was Antwerp 

City. The “old girl” exploded into a short life and created much excite-
ment for all parties involved. People from all parts of the oil region tried 

to pump new life into her but, alas, she was gone. This is a history of those 
early days of oil.
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	 When selecting fonts for the body of your book, we recommend using easy-to-read fonts such 
as Times New Roman, Arial, Century Gothic, Schoolbook, or Bookman (see examples of different 
fonts on this page). You may use most fonts; however, it is absolutely crucial that you supply us 
with the fonts used in your book (if we do not have the fonts you used, they will automatically be 
substituted with another font causing your text to reflow).  

	 You may use more than one font; however, you should be consistent in their placement (using 
the same font style and size for all headings, etc.). The best font sizes for body text are 9, 10, 11 
or 12 point. Chapter headings are generally a larger point size. Captions are often smaller and 
italicized (see examples of sizes and styles on this page).

Fonts

      Type styles

normal - The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

bold - The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

italics - The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

all caps - The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

Small Caps - The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

Font types

Arial 
Century Gothic

Century Schoolbook
Bookman

Book Antiqua
Brush Script MT

Copperplate 

Courier New 
Edwardian Script IT

Franklin Gothic Book
Garamond

Georgia
Goudy Old Style

Times New Roman

   Font point sizes

9 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
10 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
11 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
12 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
14 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.     
18 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
24 point type The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
30 point type The quick brown fox jumps over
36 point type The quick brown fox jumps  
48 point type The quick brown
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Adding photographs and line art is the most difficult part of creating a professional looking 
manuscript because of the complexities in working with scanners and file types. Although most 
scanner settings will produce sharp, clear images on your monitor, 
the printed copies are often disappointing.  

To obtain quality images you must remember some important 
facts. The best reproductions are made from original photographs. 
Never attempt to scan photocopies or prints from previously 
scanned and printed photographs. Although the printed copy may 
be visually pleasing, it is impossible to be scanned and reproduced 
as clearly as the original copy. Also, most images downloaded from 
an internet site or sent by e-mail have reduced resolution for quick 
file transfer; they look fine on your monitor, but will not reproduce 
well. These images are usually saved with the file extension .jpg, 
.bmp, or .gif. Do not scan images into your text document. Images 
must be scanned into a photo program such as PhotoShop or the 
software that came with your scanner.  

Photographs

Original File

image as grayscale         image from the web       scan of a photocopy      scan of printed copy

how to scan

Set the image type (if you want it to be grayscale, black and white, or color) and dpi (dots per inch)  
• For line art or text, set to black and white with resolution at 600 dpi
• For color photographs or artwork, set to color with resolution 300 dpi
• For black and white photographs, set to grayscale and resolution to 300 dpi

If you are scanning photographs from printed media such as books, newspapers or magazines, you will need to set 
the “de-screen” option if available. Note: these images are often difficult to scan, and you must be sure that you are 
not violating any copyright laws.
Save your image using one of the following file extensions: .tiff, .eps, or .psd.  Do not save as a .jpg, .bmp, or .gif, 
these file types are not intended for printing.
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You can submit your own cover design for us to use. However, we realize that coming up 
with an original cover design can be a daunting task. That is why we offer a wide selection of 
cover templates for you to choose from. Or, if you have an idea in mind and need our help, we 
can create a cover for you. 

Cover Design

Cover Templates
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Preparing Files for Submission

As mentioned earlier, we will accept manuscripts created in any one of the following programs: 
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, Adobe InDesign, and Adobe PageMaker. All files submitted 
need to be packed (with the exception of Microsoft Word). Packing files groups all fonts and 
graphics/images together in one folder. This is important when transferring files from one computer 
to another. Please refer to the following instructions on how to properly pack your files.

Microsoft  Word

Microsoft Word does not pack files, so it is important to supply us with all of the fonts 
used in your document to avoid automatic font substitutions. All images that are inserted into 
your document are embedded, therefore it is helpful, but not necessary, to supply us with 
those files. (Often, when we open a Word document on our computer, the text will reflow, 
therefore, affecting the layout.) We highly recommend inserting page breaks between your 
document pages to help prevent the text from reflowing.   

Microsoft Publisher

After you have completed your document, use the Pack and go wizard to compress 
and compact the document.

1.	 Choose File; Pack and Go and then Take to a Commercial Printing 
Service.

2.	 The next screen explains how pack and go wizard will prepare your document 
for printing.

3.	 Click Next. Click on BROWSE to select the location for saving your files. Click 
Next.

4.	 The Include fonts and graphics window will show. Be sure the following 
boxes are checked:

		   Embed true type fonts
		   Include linked graphics	
		   Create links for embedded graphics
5.	 Click Next. The next screen is a summary of what pack and go wizard will do; 

click Finish.
6.	 After a short period of time, a screen will verify that your publication was successfully 

packed. You have the option of printing your document before you finish; click Ok.
7.	 Pack and go wizard will have created a folder for you, which will contain  all art 

work and fonts used in your document. When sending your files, be sure to include all 
of the files that Microsoft Publisher has included in that folder.  
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Adobe Acrobat

Those who are experienced in book layout/design, and wish to supply us with print-ready files may do so.  
When generating a PDF file, be sure to choose PRESS or PRINT QUALITY setting, and to EMBED 
ALL FONTS.

Adobe InDesign

After you have completed the layout of your document, you will need to pack it to ensure 
that we receive all of the appropriate files.

1.	 To pack the files, choose File; Package. If an error message appears, you must fix 
any errors before continuing.

2.	 Fill in the printing instructions in the pop-up menu. Click CONTINUE.
3.	 Specify a location in which to save your files. Select the following, as needed:

	  Copy Fonts (except CJK)	
	  Include Fonts and Links from Hidden Document Layers				  
 Copy Linked Graphics			

	  View Report
	  Update Graphic Links in Package	
	  Use Document Hyphenation Exceptions Only

	 (In most cases we recommend checking all boxes.)
4.	 Click OK to continue packing. When finished, your folder will contain all artwork and 

fonts used in your document.

Adobe Pagemaker

After you have completed your document, you will need to pack it with the For Service 
Provider feature.

1.	 Select Utilities; Plug-ins; Save for Service Provider. Click Preflight 
Pub.

2.	 After preflight has completed, the summary will give the status of the document.  
You must fix any errors before continuing. If the document has no errors, click on 
Package.

3.	 Create a folder to save the documents and other elements in the Package window.  
Make sure the copy fonts option is checked; click SAVE, then CLOSE.

4.	 When finished, your folder will contain all artwork and fonts used in your 
document.  
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Media Kit

A media kit is a self-promotional tool designed to be used for more efficient marketing of your 
book.  Suggested media kit recipients are newspapers, book stores, book sale/signing event coor-
dinators, and book reviewers.

AUTHOR’S QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MEDIA KIT

1.  Full title of book 
2.  Author’s full legal name, and the name to appear on 

the cover/title page
3.  Subject category; i.e., U.S. History 
4.  Descriptions of the contents of your book:
		  a. A brief 30-word description or “sales pitch”
		  b. A 100-word summary of your book 
		  c. A full book description, up to 300 words
5.  Author’s biographical note (1-3 paragraphs), and 

how the book came to be, i.e., what inspired you.

6.  Author’s photo, to be used in book and media kit 
7.  Your favorite excerpts, identified by page numbers
8.  ISBN and LCCN
9.  Retail price of book
10. “Available from” information
11. Contact information, and business card if available
12. Number of media kits needed

Self-Promotional Tools
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Posters & Postcards

Posters and postcards are an effective and inexpensive way to jump-start your self-
promotional journey. It is a great way to promote an upcoming book-signing or to let friends 
and family know that you have written a book.  We offer templates for both; however, if you 
prefer an original design, we can create one for you.  
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You may submit your files on external media 
such as CDs, DVDs, Thumb/Jump Drives, or 
similar devices. You may send your files by e-
mail, if the files are relatively small, i.e., 1-5 MB.  
Files that are 5 MB or larger can be uploaded to 
our FTP site. Contact us in advance for the user 
name and password. 

 Make sure to save text in the native file 
extensions from the programs you are using 
(i.e., Microsoft Word is .doc, Adobe InDesign 
is .indd, Adobe PageMaker is .pmd, Microsoft 
Publisher is .pub). Whenever possible please 
include a hard copy with your files.     

Submitting Your Work

  Check List

My checklist:
	Final editing of manuscript completed
	Extra backup files made 
	Copyright ordered 
	ISBN obtained 
	LCCN obtained

Send to us: 
	Printed hard copy of manuscript
	All files, including fonts and images 
	Any special instructions
	Contact information
	Required payment

If you do not have the ability or desire to do 
the layout/design work on your own, we will be 
happy to do that for you. With that in mind, we 
have created three affordable “from start to finish” 
self-publishing book packages: Basic, Premium, and 
Deluxe. We will guide you through the process of 
bringing your book from concept to reality.  We offer 
a professional execution of design concepts that will 
benefit the novice as well as seasoned writer. Our 
designers will work one-on-one with you throughout 
the entire process. Our goal is to help make your 
experience a positive one. For more information on 
these packages, please contact us or visit our website, 
www.mechlingbooks.com, under “Publishing.”

Please feel free to call or 
e-mail us with any questions. 

724-287-2120 or 800-941-3735
sales@mechlingbooks.com

What to expect

1. After receiving all your files and graphic/images, and 
your deposit has been submitted, we will begin to 
work on your project.

2. When your project is completed, you will receive a 
preliminary proof for your review, either a hard or a 
digital copy.

3. To this proof please make notations of any changes, 
and send it back to us with clear instructions for making 
the corrections. The time that it takes us to make these 
modifications is in addition to the estimate given during 
our initial consultation. 

4. After we have completed this work, the proof copy 
will be sent to you for final approval.

5. Once we have received your final approval, it typically 
takes 2-4 weeks for the printing and binding process; 
however, this time frame depends on the size and 
complexity of your project.

6. We will contact you as soon as your project is 
completed. The final balance is due at the time of 
pick-up or prior to shipping.
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Notes
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Business Hours:
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Saturdays by appointment
Closed major holidays

We are located on Route 38 just 6 miles north 

of Route 422 at Butler, Pennsylvania

1124 Oneida Valley Road - Rte. 38
Chicora, PA 16025

1-800-941-3735
724-287-2120 Locally

724-285-9231 Fax
e-mail: sales@mechlingbooks.com

Visit our website for more detailed 
information on our services:

www.mechlingbooks.com


